
Catholic Conference of Ohio 
ExecuƟve Director Brian Hickey 
100 E. Broad Street, Suite 600 
Columbus, Ohio 43215  
 
12/04/2023 
 
Dear Brian Hickey and Michelle Duffey, 

As you are aware the sancƟty of human life took a crushing blow in Ohio on November 7th. The legal 
right to slay innocent and defenseless children in the womb, up to the moment of birth, was inoculated 
into our Ohio ConsƟtuƟon. As a father who helped deliver my three children, the thought of slaughtering 
them just prior to cuƫng their umbilical cords is unimaginable, evil and barbaric. Tragically, this horrific 
act of taking the life of an innocent, voiceless and defenseless human being, up to the moment of birth, 
now legally exists in the State of Ohio.  

Since 1973 pro-lifers have sidestepped the true issue that divides the conscience of Americans which 
should have been addressed fiŌy (50) years ago. All ciƟzens of Ohio, including all in America, need to ask 
themselves “does one human being have the right to take the life of another human being”?  To 
answer this quesƟon, one’s conscience must scruƟnize the following two quesƟons: 

QuesƟon 1 is “When does the life of a human being commence?”.  

QuesƟon 2 is “If the life of a human being begins at the moment of ferƟlizaƟon, then why isn’t the newly 
formed human person enƟtled to the rights, privileges, and protecƟons provided under the Ohio 
ConsƟtuƟon and the ConsƟtuƟon of the United States?” 

The answer to quesƟon 1 has been scienƟfically recognized and acknowledged for many years. A human 
being is formed the instant a human egg is ferƟlized by a human sperm, creaƟng a new human person 
with its own unique DNA. DeducƟve logic tells us that since a ferƟlized human egg is now a human 
person, the answer to quesƟon 2 is that this newly molded person should be enƟtled to all of the rights, 
civil liberƟes, and protecƟons provided under the Ohio ConsƟtuƟon and the ConsƟtuƟon of the United 
States. These civil liberƟes include the right to life and liberty, thus making it unlawful to slay a newly 
fashioned human person, whether created by in-vitro ferƟlizaƟon or through natural methods of 
ferƟlizaƟon.   

As such, I propose that the Catholic Church of Ohio, spearheaded by the bishops, priests, deacons, and 
those in the religious life, champion an amendment to our Ohio ConsƟtuƟon called “THE CIVIL RIGHT TO 
LIFE AMENDMENT”. This amendment reads as follows: 

“THE CIVIL RIGHT TO LIFE AMENDMENT” 

ArƟcle 1 of the Ohio ConsƟtuƟon shall be modified to now include SecƟon 23—"The Civil Right to Life 
Amendment”. As found throughout the ConsƟtuƟon of Ohio, the term “men” shall now be defined to 
include all human beings created at the moment of ferƟlizaƟon. FerƟlizaƟon occurs when a human egg 
unites with a human sperm, creaƟng a new human person with its own unique DNA (Deoxyribonucleic 
Acid). This newly created human person is enƟtled to all of the rights, privileges and protecƟons 
provided by the Ohio ConsƟtuƟon and The ConsƟtuƟon of the United States.  



In addiƟon, an opportunity also exists to abolish the death penalty in the State of Ohio. Instead of 
trusƟng that our elected officials of Ohio will come to an agreement on a law banning the death penalty 
via Senate Bill 101 and House Bill 259, Catholics should be proacƟve by placing a second consƟtuƟonal 
amendment onto the November 2024 ballot. As we are currently witnessing with the Heartbeat Bill, any 
bill enacted by the legislaƟve process can easily be overturned or suspended by the judicial branch of 
government and ruled unconsƟtuƟonal. The death penalty amendment would read as follows: 

“THE ABOLISHMENT OF THE DEATH PENALTY IN THE STATE OF OHIO” 

ArƟcle 1 of the Ohio ConsƟtuƟon shall be modified to now include SecƟon 24—"The Abolishment of 
the Death Penalty in Ohio”. As found throughout the ConsƟtuƟon of Ohio, all criminal codes and all 
statutes governing the State of Ohio shall prohibit the use of the death penalty as a form of capital 
punishment for a capital crime commiƩed in the State of Ohio. The death penalty is inhumane and 
shall not be used in Ohio as a means for a convicted criminal to serve their debt to society.  

Finally, a third amendment to the Ohio consƟtuƟon should be added to the November 2024 ballot 
outlawing assisted suicide/euthanasia in the State of Ohio. The following individuals and enƟƟes shall be 
prohibited from assisƟng an individual in the State of Ohio from taking their own life. This prohibiƟon 
shall include, but not be limited to, governmental enƟƟes within the State of Ohio, any individual, any 
medical doctor or health care professional, medical organizaƟon, immediate family members, relaƟves, 
and friends.  

Overall, three proposed amendments protecƟng the sancƟty of human life can be placed on the 
November 2024 ballot if the Catholic Church in Ohio will take the lead in this endeavor. Signatures for all 
three amendments can be collected at the same Ɵme. Based upon informaƟon found on the Catholic 
Conference of Ohio website, in 2019 an esƟmated 1,825,572 Catholics lived in the State of Ohio, with an 
esƟmated 1,400,000 Catholics of voƟng age.  To place these amendments on the November 2024 ballot 
each proposed amendment requires an esƟmated 417,0000 valid signatures from Ohio residents. For 
these amendments to become part of the Ohio ConsƟtuƟon it will take 50% plus 1 vote. 

Placing these three proposals onto the November 2024 ballot should be very achievable as the required 
signatures should be collected from Ohio Catholics alone. Along with Catholic signatures, signatures 
from other ChrisƟan denominaƟons and from other men and women of goodwill should well exceed 
1,000,000 valid signatures. Moving forward, the baƩle plan should uƟlize the synergy molded between 
all who have worked so diligently over the last year to defeat Issue 1.  

In summary, now is the Ɵme for the Catholic Church of Ohio to be proacƟve and to charter a course to 
protect and defend the sancƟty of all human life. If nothing else, the results of the proposed 
amendments will act as a thermometer, providing a snapshot into the hearts and souls of those living in 
Ohio. While some may feel this endeavor is a waste of Ɵme and resources, I would beg to differ. The 
results of the November 2024 elecƟon will expose the depth of evil that exists in Ohio along with the 
challenges and opportuniƟes we face as a Catholic Church to evangelize and to save souls within our 
own church, the State of Ohio, and throughout America in general. As God’s ambassadors to this fallen 
world, it is our responsibility to declare the truth to all, proclaiming the value of all human life and to 
protect and defend all who have been created in the image and likeness of God! 

 



Your Brother in Christ,  

Michael Hollowell, MEV 
Chairperson for the Geauga County Catholic Pro-Life CoaliƟon (H.E.L.P.) 
330-978-5391(cell) 
www.helprolife.org  
 
cc: Bishops of Ohio, All Diocesan Offices of Human Life, Catholic Conference of Ohio 
 
The Most Reverend Dennis M. Schnurr 
Archdiocese of CincinnaƟ 
100 East Eighth Street 
CincinnaƟ, Ohio 45202   c/o-- archbishop@catholicaoc.org 
 
Bob Wurzelbacher—Director: Respect Life Ministries for the Archdiocese of CincinnaƟ, c/o-- bwurzelbacher@catholicaoc.org 
 
Most Reverend David J Bonner 
Bishop of Diocese of Youngstown 
144 West Wood Street 
Youngstown, Ohio 44503 c/o--  chancery@youngstowndiocese.org 
 
Office if Pro-Life, Marriage, and Family Life 
Diocese of Youngstown 
144 West Wood Street 
Youngstown, Ohio 44503   
AƩn: David Schmidt, c/o-- dschmidt@youngstowndiocese.org  
 
Most Reverend Edward C. Malesic, JCL  
Auxiliary Bishop Michael G.Woost     
Bishops of Cleveland             
1404 East 9Th Street        
Cleveland, Ohio 44114  
c/o Lisa Leondarides  lleondarides@dioceseofcleveland.org  
 
Mary P. Von Carlowitz 
Director of the Office of Human Life for the Diocese of Cleveland 
1404 East 9th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114  mvoncarlowitz@dioceseofcleveland.org   
 
Most Reverend Earl Fernandes 
Bishop of the Diocese of Columbus 
197E. Gay Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
c/o YveƩe Reategui--Chancery AdministraƟve Assistant, c/o-- yreategui@columbuscatholic.org 
 
Jerry Freewalt, Director of the Office of Social Concerns Diocese of Columbus, jfreewalt@columbuscatholic.org 
 
 
Most Reverend Daniel E Thomas 
Bishop of the Diocese of Toledo 
USCCB CommiƩee Chairman on Pro-Life AcƟviƟes 
1933 Spielbusch Avenue 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 c/o--  comunicaƟons@toledodiocese.org  



 
Most Reverend Paul J Bradley 
Bishop of the Diocese of Steubenville 
P.O. Box 969 
422 Washington Street 
Steubenville, Ohio 43952   c/o Debbie Cook – dcook@diosteub.org   
 
Joseph A. Schmidt 
Director of the Office of Marriage, Family and Respect Life for the Diocese of Steubenville 
1500 Greene Street, Suite E 
MarieƩa, Ohio 45750  jschmidt@diosteub.org 
 
Most Reverend John Michael Botean, DD 
Bishop of the Eparchy of St. George in Canton 
1121 44th St. NE 
Canton Ohio 44714  Johnb@rcdcanton.org, jackf@rcdcanton.org  
 
The Most Reverend Robert M. Pipta 
Bishop of the ByzanƟne Catholic Eparchy of Parma 
5000 Rockside Road, Suite 310 
Independence, Ohio 44131   c/o--  chancery@parma.org  
 
Most Reverend Bohdan J. Danylo 
Bishop of Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of St. Josaphat 
P.O. Box 347180 
5720 State Road 
Parma, Ohio 44134   c/o--  info@stjosaphateparchy.com  
 
 

 

 
 


